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Current	  Drought	  Status	  



The	  Drought	  Story	  
•  Two	  core	  drought	  areas	  
–  The	  NE	  Alabama,	  NW	  
Georgia,	  and	  southern	  
Tennessee	  drought	  began	  in	  
March	  (8	  months	  ago)	  

–  East	  central	  GA	  has	  seen	  
rapidly	  degrading	  condiIons	  
in	  the	  past	  3	  months	  

•  EnIre	  northern	  half	  of	  GA	  
saw	  below	  normal	  rainfall	  in	  
June	  and	  July	  

•  Persistent	  heat	  
•  Very	  spoNy	  relief	  in	  August	  
•  Extreme	  northwest	  and	  

northeast	  saw	  large	  deficits	  in	  
September	  



Agricultural	  Drought	  

•  Extremely	  dry	  
pastures	  

•  No	  second	  
cuQng	  of	  hay,	  
brought	  in	  from	  
out-‐of-‐state	  

•  EnIre	  corn	  crop	  
lost,	  fed	  to	  
livestock	  

•  Ribs	  showing	  
on	  lactaIng	  
cows	  

•  Not	  just	  the	  D3	  
areas	  



source:	  weather.uga.edu	  

Gainesville,	  GA	  –	  Hall	  County	  

Williamson,	  GA	  –	  Spalding	  County	  

Georgetown,	  GA	  –	  Quitman	  County	  



•  Blocking	  
paNern	  set	  up	  
for	  much	  of	  
June-‐July	  

•  Strong	  upper	  
level	  ridge	  

•  DRY	  air	  (code	  
red	  AQ	  day)	  

•  Hermine	  and	  
MaNhew	  
affect	  coastal	  
and	  south	  GA	  

A	  Hot	  and	  Dry	  Summer	  
June	  10th	  	  



A	  Hot	  and	  Dry	  Summer	  



Hurricane	  Ma?hew	  



ENSO	  Status	  



ENSO	  Outlooks	  



7-‐Day	  WPC	  PrecipitaHon	  Forecast	  



GFS	  Extended	  Outlook	  



1-‐Month	  Outlooks	  



3-‐Month	  Seasonal	  Outlooks	  



Seasonal	  Drought	  Outlook	  


